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ST. ANDREW’S TOTAL PARISH APOSTOLATE

QUR_PARISH

On June 15th, 1965 St. Andrew's Parish was canonically erected by the Most Rev. Gerald
Emmett Carter, D.D. Ph.D,, Bishop of London Diocese, St. Andrew's Parish is known as 3 terr-
itorial Parish, which means that every person living within its specified boundaries is either
actually or potentially a member. In short 3t. Andrew's Parish is responsible in this sense
for every human person living within its designated territory. All too often we have a tend-
ency to restrict our concept of a Parish to a mere geographical subdivision of the Church. In-
stead we should strive to see the Parish as a living Community of Person, in contact with the
established sources of grace and guidance, where all are dedicated in becoming what Christ
intends them to be, by being to one another in the Community what He Himself demanstrated while
on earth --- all things to all manner of men.

THE CHURCH IS THE COMMUNITY OF GOD'S PEOPLE, BOUND TOGETHER BY LOVE:

There are many societies in human life. These societies came into being because they
are necessary to fulfill a need which exlsts among men. But the Christian Community, the
Commnity of the People of God, came into existence not by a decision of men to band together,
but because it was called together by God. The Christian Community came into existence because
God sent His beloved Son, into the world into the midst of men, to manifest His love for man-
kind by His total self-surrender, Jesus laid down His 1ife in love for the Father and for us,
As St. John tells us:- "the Lord died that He might gather into one the children of God who were
soattered abrosd.” This gathering takes place through baptism, by which we become members of

the Christian Community, the Church.

The Father, in His love for Jesus, raised Him from the dead with the new life of resurrect-
ion. We the followers of Christ, share in the 1ife of the risen Saviour by Baptism and are
drawn into the love of Jesus and of God, The followers of the Risen Jesus are forever marked
by this divine love, and this love must always be apparent in their actions.

In & Community, as in a family, the basic requirement of love is that the people knmow
each other and talk to each other. In a Community formed by LOVE the members must help one
another, Those who have more must share with those who are in need. Those who are well must
help those who are sick. Those who are strong must share their strength with those who are weak.
For St. John, this love in men's lives would be an infallible sign of the presence and the act-
ivity of the Risen Christ in human life. The Christian Community stands forever as the symbol
of the love of Jesus for man and God,

No wonder then that the Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy insists that renewal within
the Church can come only by a better understanding of community in the Church. “Efforts also
must be made,” the Council Fathers said, "to encourage a sense of Community within the Parish,
above all in the celebration of the Sunday Mass.™ This sense of community must begin with the
bonds of Christian charity which bind us together, but it must have as its source and expression
the dynamic power of the community praying through Christ to the Father, taking part with and
through Christ 4in the Bucharistic Celebration.

THE PARISH IS A TRUE MANIFESTATION AND REPRESENTATION OF THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH

The Church itself, the whole people of God spread throughout the world is the great
Christian Community. Nevertheless, the Church, is the People of God living together and praying
together in smaller communities too. In his great epistles, when St. Paul uses the word "church®
he uses it not so much for the universal Church, but rather and primarily for the Christian
Community in a given area.

The Constitution on the Liturgy says that for this reagen all should hold in great




" esteem the liturgical life of the diocese, centered around the Bishop. It would be ideal, the
Fathers of the Council, say in effect, if the whole diocese, priests and people, could be gath-

 ered with their presiding bishop in one common liturgical celebration. But they go on to say,

" gince this 1s impossible the Bishop cannot do other than establish lesser groupings of the faith-

| ful. Among these the parishes set up locally under a pastor, who takes the place of the PBishop :

i ape the most important, for in some manner, they represent the visible Church constituted through- :

" mut the world. (of. Art. 41-42) :

. The P. , therefore, is a representation and manifestation of the whole, of the

' community of *s People. Through the Bucharistic Celebration of the Parish, Christ gives 1ife

to the Community. This Parish Mass is so great that not even the whole Universal Church has
anything greater.

The Church at the parish level must grow in its sense of Community, in its genmerosity,

" and charity towards each member in its more perfect communal prayer. Each member of the parish

- must contribute to this growth by seeking to kmow his fellow-parishioners and by showing & spirit

' of brotherly love and helpfulness towards them. Each should seek an increase of love in the :
Bucharistic celebration and carry inte the neighborhood from the family meal, Holy Communion, the :
. Love of Christ. :

M A Y LIFE

St. Peter in his Epistle brings to mind for us the gualities we must have as members of
the Christian Community. He describes for us the qualities which mark the people of God, the
followers of Christ, the members of His Church, as "a CHOSEN RACE, A ROYAL PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY
NATION, A PURCHASFD PEOPLE™ (1 Peter, 2,9}

St. Peter in these words reminds us that we must live in a community of prayer and love

as the early Christians lived. The members of the Christian Community must be united in spirit,
they must be interested in one another, they must help one another, they must forgive one another
for any offense they have committed. They must be a worshipping community as God's Holy People..
1.e. they must pray to their common Father together, through Christ. Their communal prayer must
be a means of expressing their unity and love and also a means of strengthening that same unity
and love. Then they must manifest that unity and love in their daily lives.

In St. Peter's Day the followers of Christ found it relatively easy to keep a strong
sense of commnity. They realized that the Church is a family. They realized that Christians
are to become holier and more Christ-like, not all alone, in isolation from one another, but
together. They had a strong sense of communsl prayer. They all took an active part in the
liturgy and always participated in Holy Communion which they saw as a family meal. Consequently
they found it less difficult to live together as a Christian Community in their daily lives., Not :
that they were perfect by any means. The Epistles themselves show us that they were not. But :
they had the advantage of this strong sense of commnity and living as they did in the early
days of Christianity they were close to the spirit of the Gospel.

As time elapsed, this sense of community was weakened and even lost. People began to
pray as individuals, the whole congregation ceased to pray and sing together at Mass. Holy
Communion was considered mot as a regular thing, the most important participation in the Mass,
but as an unusual event, something in which one should take part only now and then. The ides
grew that man should strive to save his own soul first, slmost in isolaticn from his brethren
and then as something extra, be concerned about the welfare of his neighbor. It was only in :

s orders that the notion persisted that God's People came together to sanctify the group, !
the whole people. :

Today we are in the midst of a great renewal within the Church. One of the most im-
portant aspects of this remewal is the return to the idea that we, the People of God must strive
for holiness together, that we must pray together, that we rust take part in the Bucharist and
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that we must carry that spirit of prayer, love and community into our ddly lives.

OUR SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY MUST EXTEND TO OUR DAILY LIVES:-

There is an essential relationship between our communal worship and our daily life in
the community. We can speculate forever as to which caused the loss of which,did a decline in
the liturgy cause a decline in a sense of community in general or vice versa? In any event the
two must go together. We would be achieving nothing more than an unreal ritualism Af we were
to re-establish a worshipping community of pecple whose daily lives were lived in a spirit of
isolstion, people who prayed together, but took no interest in each other's problems, people
who held grievances against one another or who committed injustices against one another.

The reforms in the Liturgy make it possible for us once more to realize that we belong
to 2 worshipping community. However modern life 1s making it harder to have a sense of community
within a parish. Our friends are scattered over great distances, they no longer live near us.
Our families no longer usually live in the same area. We travel many miles for recreation and
work and there we associate with people who live far apart,

We must realize that we Catholics who worship together must live in union with one
another outside of the Church., This does not mean that we should live in tight little cliques
all to ourselves. We must be interested in and get to krmow one another. This is our first
obligation. Then we must be interested in and take part in the works of the parish and the
diccese. We can be an active member of the Total Parish Apostolate in one or other aspect of
this operation of Apostolic Workers. Our associstion with the good works of the parish and the
diocese will help all of us Priests, Sisters and Laymen to develop a sense of belonging to the
Community of God.

We must also develop a sense of commnity in the neighborhood where we live. Catholice
should be interested in and take part in all community organizations which promote the civiec or
social welfare of our neighborhcod and city. We should not stay out of such organizations
beacause our life is centered in our family or in our parish, Precisely because we are a part
of the Christian Family and s Christian Community in the Parish, we should all strive to make
others aware of the Abiding Presence of God amongst His People.

THE TOTAL PARISH APOSTOLATE:

Our first consideratlon should be a definition of the word Apostolate. Far be it from
me to volunteer a definition especially when the Council Fathers of Vatican Two have placed such
an excellent all-embracing explanation at our disposal in the Decree on the Apostolate of the
Laity, which is as follows.. THE CHURCH WAS FOUNDED FOR THE PURPOSE OF SPREADING THE KINGDOM
OF CHRIST THROUGHOUT THE EARTY FOR THE GLORY OF GOD THE FATHER TO ENABLE ALL MEN TO SHARE IN HIS
SAVING REDEMPTION AND THAT THROUGH THEM THE WHOLE WORLD MIGHT ENTER INTO A RELATIONSHIP WITH
CHRIST. ALl aotivity of the Mystical Body directed to this goal is called the Apostolate which
the Church carries on in various ways through all her members, In the same Decree we find these
words,, "In the Church there 1s a diversity of ministry but a oneness of mission. Christ con-
ferred on the Apostles and their successors the duty of teaching, sanctifying and ruling in His
name and pwwer, But the LAITY SHARE IN THE PRIESTLY, PROPHETIC AND ROYAL OFFICE OF CHRIST AND
THEREFORE HAVE THEIR OWN SHARE IN THE MISSION OF THE WHOLE PEOPLE OF GOD IN THE CHURCH AND IN
THE WORLD,

All activity of the Church directed to restoring and perfecting all things and persons
in Christ is called the Apostolate. Forst of all let us see who makes up our Apostolic Team.
The Parish Priest, the Sisters, all the Laity of St. Andrew's Family, we are the members of this

particular Community charged with the responsibility of exercising the Apostolate here in this
territorial Parish,

WHAT WILL OUR APOSTOLATE CONSIST OF:

Well the worship we pay to God in Christ will be a part of our Apostolate. The role
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we fulfill as a Witness of Christ is also a2 part of our Apostolate. Our role too as teachers
of the eternal truths will likewise form s part of our Apostolate. In short everything we do,

i whieh contributes directly or indirectly to bringing souls to God and God to souls is part of

! the Apostolate of the Church. In the exercise of the various works of the Apostolate, the

| Apostolic Team - Priests, Sisters amd Lay Apostles must always remember that man is a free

" agent -- he can aither accept or reject the saving graces offered to him. Tt is not the

. obligation of the Priest, the Sister and the Lay Apostle to see that every soul accepts these
© spiritual truths, but it is the gy]]ggagn of the Priest, the Sister and the Lay Apostle to

see that every sounl within the paris undaries has the opportunity of accepting them, and
thus, the privilege of participating in the redeeming graces of Christ.

™ TOLATE IS & DI RC T ON ALL IN A G :

This question of responsibility for the Apostolate is deslt with in the Decree on
the Apostolate of the Lsity as follows.. “As sharers in the role of Christ as priest, prophet
and king the Laity have their work cut out for them in the 1life and activity of the Church.
Their activity is so necessary within the Church Communities (Parishes) that without it the
apostolate of the pastors iz often ble to achieve its full effectiveness. The Parish offers
an obvious example of the Apostolate on the community level inssmuch as it brings together the
many human differences within its boundaries and merges them into the universality of the
Church. The Laity should accustom themselves to working in the parish in union with their
priests, bringing to the Church Community thelr own and the world's problems as well as
questions conzerning human salvstion sll of which they should examine and resoclwve by

" deliberating in common. As far as possible the laity ought to provide helpful collaboration

for every spostolic and missionary undertaking sponsored by their local parish.”

Fram the above quote we can readily see that at the Parish level, the total parish
community is responsible for the Apoastolate. This means that every member of the parish is
responsible, aceording to his or her station in life, and sccording to his or her tslents,
gracas, resources and opportunities., "Unto whomscever much is glven, of him much shall be
required.” The total Parish Community is responsible for the total life and work of the
Church within a given area. Having mentioned the responsibility of each person on the basis

: of his or her station in 1ife, let us now examine their individual role in the Apostolata,

THE PASTOR:

Most assuredly the prime responsibility for the Apostolate of the Parish rests with the
Pastor. He cannot avoid this responsibility for several reasons. 1) He iz a Christian 2) he is
a Priest hy the rite of Holy Orders and 3) he has been sent hy the Bishop a= his delegate to
establish a lesser grouping of the Chureh -- A PARISH -- where he i to undertake and direct
the work of the Church for the good of souls. The true pastor can never really forget this
grave responsibility as he daily lives out his co-priesthood and co-vietimhood with Christ.
May I hasten to say that the pastor does not bear the responsibility for the life and the work
of the Church by himself. As was previously explained this responsibility is shared with the
total parish community. The pastor's chief obligstion is to lead, to guide and to direct the
Apostolic 1ife of the parish commnity as the duly appointed representative of the Bishop who
is the chief shepherd of the Diocese. Remember the leadership, guidance and direction given

i by the pastor does mt oxempt. or free any priest, religious or lay apostle of the parish from

contributing to the total 1ife of the parish. Again every member of the parish is responsible
:"or t.l[;: 1ife and work of the Church, because any member of the Parish can say .. "I AM THE

ASSISTANT PASTORS:

Although wa do not hsve an assistant pastor assigned to sur parish as yet, when
such an appointmant is made, we should bear in mind that as an assistant pastor, he too will
share in the Total Parish Apostolate in keaping with his role as s Christian, a priest, and
as nno designated by the Bishop to help the pastor, to lead, to direst and to guide the
wozk of the parish,
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The Religlous who work in St, Andrew's Parish are responsible as individual Christians
and a8 a group for the life and work of the Church in this area. The Sisters likewise have
apostolic obligations, first of all, because they are baptized Christians. As such they are
living members of Christ's Mystical Body and are called to share in the task of restoring all
things and persons in Christ. The Sisters also have apostolic responsibilities because they
have consecrated their lives to God by the liberating vows of poverty, chastity and obedience.
Poverty frees the religious from the attachment to this world's goods, chastity frees the
religious from the ohligations of the married 1ife and, last but certainly mot least, the vow
oh chedience to a lawful superior frees the religious from self-love and self-will. Thus freed
the Religious is free to love God in a very speclal way and this love by its very nature must
simply overflow into the various kinds of apostolic work assigned to them., It is the mind of
the Church that the Religious assigned to work in a parish should also be responsible for a
share of the 1ife and work of the Church in a given parish, because their superior has placed
their talents and energies at the disposition of this Diocese and our Bishop approves their
appointment to labour for the good of souls in this parish. Although our Sisters do not
reside within our parish commnity, nevertheless they work as part of the Apostolic Team.

They daily share in the joys and sorrows, the responsibilities and the blessings that fall to
those who are engaged actively in various sectors of Parish Life. May their contribution be a
source of encouragement for our young girls, so that some of them may be called by the Divine
Master to enter His Service as 8 Religious, bringing glory to God and strength and vigour to
the Church,

LAY APOSTLES:

The modern layman should not regard hils Apostolate as something added onto his
Christiamity, but as a logical consequence of his membership in the Church. The layman was
baptized so that he might incresse and multiply himself, as any healthy cell should and
contribute to the growth of the Church. The layman was confirmed so that he might share his
faith and use the powers which the character of Confirmation has given to teach in Christ's
name -- to teach especlally by power of EXAMPLE out in the world.

In its chapter "On the Laity" The Constitution on the Church declares .... "Every
layman, In virtue of the very gifts bestowed upon him, is at the same time a witneas and a
living instrument of the mission of the Church itself, Upon all the laity ... rests the
noble duty of working to extend the Divine plan of salvation to all men of every epoch and
in every land, Consequently may every opportunity be given them so that according to their
abilities and the needs of the times, they may rzealously participate in the saving work of
the Church.”

Yes, we are living in "the Age of the Layman". As such the Layman must alter his point
of view. He may no longer lock upen himself as the self.sufficient beneficiary of the priest's
ministrations. He may no longer be content to drink in grace for himself alone, like a
reservoir without an outlet. He must see himself as a channel of grace. His will not be the
kind of power that Hely Orders gives, but still his priestly powers through Baptism and
Confirmation as we have stated elsewhere in this article are tremendous. The Layman must see
that he is one with the priest in responsibility for the Christianization of soclety.

May we the Apostolic Workers, Pastor, Sisters and Laymen of St. Andrew's Parish
Family ever remember the true mission of a Parish. The mission of the parish, which, in its
essence, 1s to form man in his fulness, has always and continually been to bring its subjects
to that degree of Christian maturity in which they will recognize themselves as a people
Journeving toward a city and carrying with them on that journey the mmmm&én g
witnessing to their times and to their contemporaries the worderful works of God. ch a
parish organism will bave 4 gense of movement, of direction and of development.
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every type -- emables parishioners to inspire each other and to be inspired, to comfort and to
be comforted, to exhort and to be exhorted, to grow together in sanctity of 1ife. The parish
indeed is a veritable SCHOOL OF SANCTITY.

The good parishioner will study the parish bulletin each Sunday and be thoroughly
informed about every aspect of the parish program. The parish program is the curriculum for
the cultivation of sanctity in the total parish commnity. Some features of the program deal
with the public worship of God, some with the cultivation of the spiritual 1ife of the
individual, some with the learning processes to develop the mind, some with the direct works
of charity, while some works will consist in the provision and the maintenance of the
material elements without which the Chureh cannot function in this world. Every point in this
program should be viewed in its relationship to making the parish a more effective School of
Sanctity

In order to achieve the effectiveness of parish life there must exist a contimual
dislogue among Priests, Sisters and Laity. All the Apostolic Team must remember that the
Parish exists to bring the 1life of God to all within its boundaries. The erection of churches
and schools, the forming of societies and organizations, the administration of the sacraments,
the celebration of Mass, the preaching of the Gospel, have only one end: to enable avery
person for whom the Parish Community is responsible to begin living a new mode of existence

« In our parish life every one of us must be striving to be a saint, and our
parish 1ife, at every turn, should help us along the way.



The ultimate goal of the apostolate is the glory of God. The most effective way to
give glory to God the Father is to worship Him in the way he wishes to be worshipped. A
prime work of the apostolate then is to worship God and to bring others to worship Him ever
more perfectly.

A parish is the people who live in an srea specified by the Bishop. The centre of
the spiritual 1life for these people is their parish Church and to be more specific, the
parish altar which is a symbol of Christ standing in the midst of His people. Another
symbol of Christ is the pastor and his brother priests assigned to the parish.

The fact that the church building with its altar is essential to the very idea of the
parish and the fact that a priest-pastor is essential to the every idea of a parish indicates
clearly that the parish and parish life are directed towards worship. The people who live
within the parish boundaries are all potentisl.worshippers. Those who have been baptized
have been incorporated into the Risen-Christ, and through Him united with each other; these
are the members of Christ's Mystical Body. These people are a potential community because
they have things in cormon starting with their 1ife in Christ through Whom and with Whom and
in Whom they worship the Father on High., When these people recognize and accept the visible

Church which Christ established, then they look to m§ altar as their chief place to ’
to this priest as thelr immediate shepherd, these people are then a community in the
sense and proper sense, They are truly a living expressing a common faith, sharing in

a common sacrament and a common service of their fellowman., The chief work this people has
in common is the worship of God. The parish altar is their rallying place and the community
must provide it. The parish Mass is their rallying time and they must strive for all to
assemble to share in the Word and Sscrament. The most important thing these people do is to
worship God. Their lives should become consumed with the desire to bring sll men, and
especially their neighbours to take part in the worship of God. At the altar, as a
community of worshippers, the psople, who are the parish, encounter the Risen Christ.
Enlivened, strengthened, renewed by their community encounter with Christ, the faithful
leave the Church to take Christ to the world. The Christian goes into the world to bring
the world back to Christ. This is the apostolate. The members of a parish form a community
of worshippers and the very act of community worship makes all who share in it apostles:
men, women and children with a mission,

The Parish is most perfectly a community when it is at Mass, in its own
Church, Christ is there, in the midst of His people, led by their priest, raising their
hearts, their volces, their very beings in one great act of worship. The parish community
is bound together and fired with zeal to go out and show Christ to the world. This
bringing of Christ to the world is made specific and practical by impressing upon our minds
and hearts the realization that our immediate neighbours dwelling within the confines of our
parish have a special claim upon our apostolic zeal, From this vantage point our zeal should
reach out to embrace the diocese and the world, These considerations are the foundation, the
reason for our parish participation in the sacred liturgy. The more earnestly we try to
participate in the liturgy, the more will we realize our unity in Christ and the more zeslous
we will be in the performance of apostolic work.

Priest, Religious and Lay People make up the parish commnity. This community, as
such, 1s designed by the Church to worship God and to do everything in its power to bring
others to share in the rich blessings that will accrue from this true worship.

The spirit of the apostolate will prompt Priests, Sisters and Lay Apostles to want
to grow in personsl sanctity, to want their fellow parishioners to grow in sanctity, to pray
and to work for the return of the careless and the lapsed Catholics, to impart to all who
; are not at present full members of the Church the opportunity to become live cells in the
Mystical Body, the Church.







